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On the Rise

he Environment Program at Duke Kunshan 
University continued to make progress in 2018. 
We strengthened our core activities in education, 
research, and outreach. Our flagship degree 
program, international Master of Environmental 

Policy (iMEP), welcomed the second cohort of students. We 
broadened the connotation of the “i” in iMEP by incorporating 
internationalization, innovation, and interdisciplinarity into 
teaching. The growing Environmental Research Center secured 
major grants from prestigious funders such as the National 
Natural Science Foundation of China, the US National Science 
Foundation, the Energy Foundation, and the Hongkong Ocean 
Park Conservation Foundation. Our faculty published in top 
academic journals in environmental economics, development 
economics, conservation biology, and environmental 
health. Besides teaching and research, we invested in two 
new initiatives—the Blue Pioneer Program and the Green 
Entrepreneur Network—to extend Duke’s environmental 
education to a larger community in China and beyond. 

Our remarkable achievements  have been earned through 
the hard work of faculty, staff, and students. We also received 
incredible support from friends of DKU and Duke. I am deeply 
grateful to all of you who support us in educating environmental 
leaders in the 21st century. 

 

 

Junjie Zhang
Director, Environment Program
Duke Kunshan University

T
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FACULTY
he international Master of Environmental 
Policy (iMEP) program faculty members 
are internationally recognized for rigorous 
research and active engagement in 
current environmental policy debates, with 

expertise that includes air and water pollution, climate 
change, energy, environmental health, environmental 
management, ecology and conservation. A rotating 
roster of preeminent professors from Duke University 
come to Duke Kunshan each semester to teach, 
conduct research and advise students.

Building on Duke’s environmental reputation, an 
independent environmental research center at 
Duke Kunshan supports natural and social sciences 
research of the highest caliber. The center provides 
a hub for faculty and students to engage in state-of-
the-art interdisciplinary research that seeks to provide 
solutions to environmental challenges in China and 
beyond. It also facilitates collaborations with faculty 
and researchers at Chinese universities and institutes, 
businesses operating in China and the Pacific region, 
government officials, consulting firms and NGOs.

T
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JOHN S. JI
Associate Director of the iMEP Pro-
gram, Assistant Professor of Envi-
ronmental Health Science

MOON JOON KIM
Visiting Assistant Professor of  
Environmental Economics

KATHINKA FÜRST
Assistant Adjunct Professor of Envi-
ronmental Policy, Associate Director 
of Environmental Research Center

FULL-TIME
FACULTY

BINBIN LI
Assistant Professor of Environmen-
tal Science

JUNJIE ZHANG
Director of the iMEP Program,  
Associate Professor of Environ-
mental Economics, and the Envi-
ronmental Research Center

PATRICK S. WARD
Assistant Professor of Environ-
mental Economics and Policy
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FACULTYSTORIES

rofessor Junjie Zhang walks fast and exudes 
a sense of compactness that quickens the 
rhythm around him wherever he goes. His 
daily schedule is very tight, so he is always 
busy with something. However, he never 

seems to be tired but rather filled with strength. His 
students comment on him, “Every day he has a truckload 
of things to do, but he is always fully charged. After all, he 
is the best punster of iMEP.”

In 2003, Professor 
Zhang travelled to the US for 
his degree in Environmental and 
Resource Economics at Duke 
University. He planned to 
pursue his academic career 
in the US, and meanwhile 
became a father of two 
children. He enjoyed sharing 
his thoughts through academic 
papers as much as sharing the 
lovely quotes from his sons 
through social media. He was appointed a tenured faculty 
member at the University of California, San Diego, and 
it seemed that his story would go on in the sunshine of 
California. Then he made an unexpected decision: he 
would go back to China to join the recently founded Duke 
Kunshan University. 

Observing the World Rooted in China 

Professor Junjie Zhang
Environmental Economist with expertise in 
the design of policies on air pollution, climate 
change and natural resources

When talking about his feelings after his return, he said 
outspokenly, “There are different merits of China and 
the US. When I was doing research in the United States, 
although I had a lot of independence without direct 
disputes over interests, I was always feeling ironic to 
study the air pollution of China under the blue sky in 
California.” Professor Zhang believes that in China, his 
research can be more related to the reality and inform 
policy. His research is not limited to air pollution, but also 

covers water resources, energy 
and climate change. Recently, 
he and his team have been 
working on the top-level design 
of China’s carbon market in 
order to advise policymakers 
from an economic perspective. 

“There is still a long way to go 
before these theories can be put 
into practice in China. Perhaps 
the changes we can bring now 
are tiny, but as long as they are 

useful, or they are positive, our return to China makes a 
difference. In fact, no matter what you research on, not 
merely in the sphere of environmental studies, so long as 
you are concerned about the environment in China, you 
are moving in the right direction,” Professor Zhang said. 

P
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Being Global 
Environmental Leaders

Being a foreigner in China, I’m always asked where I come 
from. It got me thinking a lot about identity. Norwegian 
is one of my identities, and female is another. That’s how 
people tend to position me, but that’s not how I define 
myself. A distinctive feature of a globalized world is that 
national boundaries no longer carry much meaning, while 
our life experiences and outlooks are more important. 

As we all know, global environmental problems such as 
climate change and marine pollution have emerged. I think 
the fundamental issue is how to view the relationship 
between human and nature, and how to make people 
more concerned about these issues is the main challenge 
to achieve environmental protection. Therefore, as future 
global environmental leaders, it is critical that our students 
are able to identify various ideologies at play and ultimately 
support and facilitate public acceptance and compliance 
with environmental policies through them. 

Professor Kathinka Fürst

Law and regulation researcher with interests in 
environmental policy processes, law enforcement 
and compliance and the role of civil society actors 
in environmental governance processes.

FACULTYSTORIES

7



Can you introduce the research that you have been 
working on?

I do two kinds of research right now. One is on the science 
side and one is on the policy side. Both are meaningful. I 
enjoy more of my work on the science side than the policy 
side, but we get a lot of information from the policy side. 

What are you most passionate about in research?
Freedom. You can follow your thoughts even if it's 
not systematic. It's really amazing that you can find 
something by accident that deviates from your original 
idea, but the new idea that you found by accident actually 
it is more interesting. 

With your experiences and reflections, what’s your 
current understanding of research? 

At the end of the day, it is answering some very simple 
questions that currently people don't have answers to. 
For some of my studies I'm using data to find connections 
between A and B that I feel exist but they may or may not 
be there, so I need to do these kinds of research to find 
out. Some research is very meaningful in the short-run. 
Some research is meaningful in the long-run. In fact, most 
are just not useful at all, but they are efforts of trying 
to be meaningful, that’s important. It is really fun. It's 
really fun, if it's a question that you are genuinely curious 
about. Genuinely curious.

Is genuinely the keyword?
Yes, genuinely is the keyword.

Let’s talk about teaching. If you choose to open a 

FACULTYSTORIES

FACETOFACE

Professor John S. Ji
Environmental health researcher with 
interests in population health scienc-
es, epidemiology, occupational health, 
and energy and the environment.

course at DKU, what would you like to teach most?

I would develop a course on planetary health. I will bring 
in the experts from each topic. Some econometrics 
models, some study design, some statistics, some kind 
of a mapping tool like GIS. And layered on top of these 
analytical skills, the various issues related to the planetary 
health, like pollution, climate change, water scarcity or 
atmospheric processes.

Where do you see the students can make impacts after 
they graduate?

When I was a student I always felt that because I'm a 
student, I'm learning and I can't make an impact. But I 
feel completely the opposite now. I feel our students are 
able to make an impact. All they need are the experience 
that we can give them. I try to provide that with students 
that I come across. I let them know what the process is 
to try to achieve what they want to achieve. And because 
we have a low student-faculty ratio, we're able to do that.
 
As the Director of Graduate Studies of the iMEP 
program, where do you envision the program and its 
graduates going in five years? 

We would adapt our curriculum to new issues that 
emerged. By then we would build a successful and 
extremely close knit-alumni network. I also was a master 
student at some point--there was no program that I know 
of where the entire school and program resources are 
dedicated to the success of each individual student. I think 
at our inception stage right now here in iMEP, everybody 
is doing that for every student.

8



FACULTYSTORIES
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WHATDOYOUDO 
HERE@DKU

I work on the impact of grazing on giant panda’s habi-
tat in Wanglang, Sichuan. Every day I asked for my tour 
guide’s favor to lead me to the mountain. We picked 
those routes which people didn’t ever set foot on. Our 
footprints could be seen at the border and in the river 
valleys. 30 kilometers a day would not discourage my 
wish for the next day to clear up so that I could proceed. 
If you are passionate about something, though it might 
be tiring, you won’t feel it is hard.

Professor Binbin Li
Conservation biologist with expertise 
in large-scale priority setting, wild- 
life conservation and protected area 
management

My primary research interests are sustainable 
development, with a particular emphasis on developing 
rural agriculture. Most of my research starts from 
fieldwork. I like to go out to the field, observe how 
people are operating and form research questions 
and hypotheses based on the observations. One of my 
favorite experiences is to immerse myself in their culture, 
to talk with them, so that I can know more about the 
challenges that they are facing in their daily lives and 
try to think creatively of how my research, or the policy 
implications of my research, can improve their life and 
help them in a small way.

Professor  
Patrick S. Ward

Economist with interests in agricul-
tural economics, international devel-
opment, behavioral economics

I teach Statistics and Program Evaluation and 
Environmental Economics II. In the statistics 
course, we studied the basic techniques, such as 
how to calculate the mean, the standard deviation, 
the normal distribution and the hypothesis testing. 
However, I always tell my students to focus on how 
to approach the problem, how to understand the 
problem and how to interpret the results. Not the 
numbers, not the statistical techniques, but to 
understand the scenarios.

Professor  
Moon Joon Kim

Environmental economist with 
interests in energy, air pollu-
tion, and public health.
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RESEARCH&
FUNDING
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“An Empirical Study of Air Pollution 
Cost through the Defensive Expenditure 
Approach” - PI: Junjie Zhang

Pollution avoidance behavior can shed light on the cost of air 
pollution. This research aims at developing econometric models to 
identify the causal relationship between air pollution and residential 
avoidance behavior, and calculate the price of clean air through the 
defensive expenditure approach.

“Impacts of Air Pollution on Labor Market 
and Economy: Analysis through Coupling 
Econometric and CGE Models” - PI: Junjie 
Zhang 

Air pollution has an impact on the labor market which further affects 
the regional and industrial economic development. This research 
applies empirical economics to reveal the impact of air pollution 
on labor productivity and supply, and then simulates its economic 
impact with the multi-region environment CGE model. 

“Analysis of the Potential Risks and Policy 
Responses of the United States’ Withdrawal 
from the Paris Agreement” - PI: Junjie Zhang

The United States’ withdrawal from the Paris Agreement is a major 
setback for the global efforts in combatting climate change. This 
research aims at identifying potential risks of the United States’ 
withdrawal, as well as global responses and China’s countermeasures. 

“Impacts of Road Network on Forest Cover 
and Evaluation of Effectiveness of Nature 
Reserves in This Process” - PI: Binbin Li

The road network which increases the connectivity of rural areas to 
markets and promotes economic growth, has also caused serious 
environmental problems, such as deforestation, forest fragmentation 
and biodiversity loss. This project will try to understand the patterns 
and mechanisms of the impact from roads on forest cover and 
fragmentation, as well as the temporal changes. 

NATIONAL NATURAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION OF CHINA



RESEARCH&
FUNDING
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“An Economic Analysis of the Top-Level 
Design of China’s Carbon Pricing” - PI: 
Junjie Zhang

Applying the framework of theoretical and empirical economics, this 
research investigates the key issues of the national Emission Trading 
Scheme, and proposes a road map to optimize China’s top-level 
design of carbon pricing. 

ENERGY FOUNDATION CHINA 

“Sustainable Livestock Grazing in Giant 
Panda Habitat and Potential Solutions” - PI 
Bnbin Li

Livestock grazing in the giant pandas’ habitat has severely affected 
the environmental health of this area. Identifying changes in giant 
panda habitat use in China and interpreting the effects of grazing in 
this area in the past ten years through field work and data analysis. 
will help to determine the carrying capacity of livestock in the forest. 
Fieldwork techniques include infrared camera monitoring, small 
animal surveys and plant surveys.

OCEAN PARK CONSERVATION 
FOUNDATION HONG KONG



VISITING FACULTY 

Professor 
David H. Schanzer
Associate Professor of the 
Practice in the Sanford School 
of Public Policy; Director of the 
Triangle Center on Terrorism 
and Homeland Security, Duke 
University 

Professor Dalia Patiño-Echeverri
Associate Professor at the Nicholas School of the Envi-
ronment at Duke University.

Professor Miguel Rojas-Sotelo
Historian and Visual Artist, Media Activist, Scholar, and 
Curator; Nicholas Fellow at Center for Latin American 
and Caribbean Studies, Duke University.

I have had a fantastic time at 
DKU! Teaching the iMEP students 
was one of the most enjoyable 

experiences of my life. They were 
passionate, dedicated and extremely 
bright. Interacting with them and the 
undergraduates that are helping plan the 
Water Towns Festival has filled me with 
the energy and hope I needed.”

“An extraordinary opportunity! Not only 
by learning alongside students and fac-
ulty at IMEP and DKU about the great 
challenges the environment faces in Chi-
na and the world. But most important, 
to realize how important it is to count 
on supportive people to grow in a new 
country. Their professionalism, cordiali-
ty, and humanity makes working at IMEP 
a treat. 

Professor Elizabeth 
C. Losos
Fellow at Nicholas Institute for 
Environmental Policy Solutions; 
Former President and CEO of the 
Organization for Tropical Stud-
ies; Adjunct Professor at Nicholas 
School of Environment, Duke Uni-
versity 
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David was the instructor of Environmen-
tal Economics Policy Practicum in the 
iMEP program Spring 2018. At the end of 
his class, he said “If you’re a professor, 
you write great academic papers so you 
become famous, give important lectures, 
those are all nice things. But the most im-
portant thing you do is you train young 
people to go out to do great things. So, 
go do great things and let me know what 
you did to make me feel that I did some-
thing worthwhile. Class over.

With the university just beginning 
phase two of its physical expan-
sion, we saw an opportunity to 

allow our DKU iMEP students to use con-
servation planning tools to possibly help 
influence a real-world project and show 
leadership in the growth of DKU. ”



AFFILIATED
FACULTY

MIKE BERGIN
Professor, School of Civil and Envi-
ronmental Engineering, Duke Uni-
versity 

BILLY PIZER
Senior Associate Dean of Sanford 
School of Public Policy; Professor 
of Environmental Science and Pol-
icy, Duke University 

ERIKA WEINTHAL
Lee Hill Snowdon Professor of En-
vironmental Policy, Duke University 

JONATHAN B. WIENER
William R. & Thomas L. Perkins Pro-
fessor of Law, Environmental Poli-
cy, and Public Policy Law School, 
Nicholas School of the Environ-
ment, and Sanford School of Public 
Policy, Duke University 

JIM ZHANG
Professor of Global and Environ-
mental Health, Nicholas School of 
the Environment, Duke University 

AVNER VENGOSH
Professor of Geochemistry and Wa-
ter Quality, Nicholas School of the 
Environment, Duke University 

JOHN VANDENBERG
Director, Research Triangle Park 
Division, National Center for Envi-
ronmental Assessment, U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency; Ad-
junct Professor in Environmental 
Sciences and Policy, Duke Univer-
sity; Adjunct Professor in the Envi-
ronmental Program, Duke Kunshan 
University 

MARC DESHUSSES
Professor of Civil and Environmen-
tal Engineering, Research Profes-
sor in Global Health, Duke Univer-
sity and Duke Kunshan University 

JACKSON EWING
iMEP Faculty Lead, Duke University; 
Duke Kunshan University Director 
and Senior Fellow, Nicholas Insti-
tute; Adjunct Associate Professor, 
Sanford School of Public Policy
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STUDENTSTORIES

My semester at DKU 
exposed me to totally 

different ways of thinking about 
environmental policy while putting 
what I have learned in Durham into 
a meaningful international context.”

“Be the person you want to be 
and do not admire five-petal 

snowflakes”

During my four years of (undergraduate) study, I 
often found that engineering did not completely 
solve environmental issues. Without policy and 
economic support, the role of engineering 
will be greatly weakened. Therefore, not only 
should we understand technology, but obtain 
knowledge about policies and economics. 
iMEP‘s unique inter-disciplinary design allows 
me to better grasp the focus of the multi-player 
game on various environmental issues. 

Xiaolin Xie, iMEP Class of 2019

“Duke gives me the environment to explore the world and 
myself. Here, you know life is something larger than the 
classroom.

Cui Liu, iMEP Class of 2019

Duke Student Studying @ DKU:

DKU Student Studying @ Duke:

Christine Gerbode, Visiting MEM 
Student from Nicholas School of 
the Environment

was not interested in this field from the 
very beginning. Before learning about 
this subject, all my understanding of 
the environment was the complaints 
about the air pollution in Hebei. After 

a conversation with Zhang Junjie, director of 
this program, it struck me that we should take 
the initiative to solve environmental problems 
as individuals instead of merely complaining 
about the ugly air pollution index. The air 
quality was worse than ever in northern China 
at the end of 2016, with the air pollution index 
for Shijiazhuang far beyond measure. I was 
hoping to change all this as I stood at the 
window of my apartment, looking at the grey 
sky.

Yan Gao, iMEP Class of 2019

I
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STUDENTSTORIES

hese students are in an unusual position. 
They are living in a new country, new culture, 
faced with both a challenging academic and 
professional development journey. Being the 
first class of the iMEP program, sometimes 

there’s no clear roadmap to guide them where to go. Eight 
of the 10 students in the inaugural class of the international 
Master of Environmental Policy (iMEP) program arrived at 
Duke University campus for the first time.  

Before arriving at Duke, 
there were five hundred 
days and nights in iMEP at 
DKU. There were struggles 
to adapt to a new 
learning environment – 
interdisciplinary courses 
in seminar style; there 
was excitement diving into 
academic topics that they never touched before; there 
were unforgettable anecdotes from their fieldwork in 
Wanglang Nature Reserve. 

“When I went into my email box, I saw Severe Weather 
Alerts for Duke students. Starting from then, I started to 
imagine how my life and semester there at Duke would 

Boundlessly, 
Grow!

look like.” 

Now on the other side of the planet, they take courses at 
both the Sanford School of Public Policy and the Nicholas 
School of the Environment. They participate in field trips 
to experience the biomes of North Carolina and see what 
Duke researchers are up to at the Duke Forest and the 
Duke Marine Lab. They also join student groups, organize 
events or attend local conferences. There is more for 
them to explore than they have time for. 

”Coming to Duke as part 
of the iMEP program gives 
me the opportunity to 
further explore the world 
and myself,” says Cui Liu. 
“Here you learn that life is 
something way more than 
classrooms.” 

The inaugural iMEP class is comprised of 8 students from 
diverse areas of China and 2 students from the U.S. Each 
student has had a unique experience with their studies 
spanning both the DKU and Duke campuses. To them, life 
across two countries and two cultures is challenging. But 
every time there is a challenge, there comes growth. 

T
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IMPACTINGTHEWORLD

China’s coasts and oceans are faced 
with mounting pressures and threats. 
Fisheries overharvested, coastal 
wetland lost, sea food contaminated, 
and waste and pollution carried by rivers 
are concentrating in our oceans. To 
address the increasing environmental 
challenges, China has made great 
efforts on legislation and government 
structure reform. The non-profit sector 
can play an important role in protecting 
the oceans through volunteer service, 
innovative pilot projects and citizen 
science projects. The potential for 
civil society to become a strong force 
in protecting the oceans in China is 
limited by the fact that marine science 
training in China is still fairly narrow. In 
order to raise the capacity of Chinese 
marine NGOs and build pipelines for 
university graduates to work on ocean 
conservation issues, the David and 
Lucile Packard Foundation, Paradise 
Foundation and Yintai Foundation co- 
sponsored the Blue Pioneer Program, 
which aims to enable young leaders 
who are devoted to the course of Marine 

Blue Pioneer Program
Conservation. 

The Environmental Research Center 
at Duke Kunshan University hosted 
the first group of pioneers in 2018. 
After 11 months of intensive training 
in three modules, team work, and two 
field surveys in Liaoning and Hainan 
provinces, under the guidance of over 
20 Chinese and foreign scientists, 
NGOs and social enterprise experts, 20 
trainees have successfully completed 
all the courses of the Blue Pioneer 
program. 

On November 4, the pioneers 
delivered their final reports. After 
a rigorous selection process, the 11 
highest achieving students will head to 
California for the accelerator program 
at Monterey Bay Aquarium in 2019. An 
ocean conservation project proposed 
by some students will receive financial 
support from Paradise Foundation, 
Yintai Foundation and Packard 
Foundation. 
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Professor Kathinka Fürst meeting with the 
King and Queen of Norway, and Jack Ma, the 
founder of Alibaba, to discuss marine conser-
vation work and the Blue Pioneer Program.

18



IMPACTINGTHEWORLD

Understanding
Belt and Road 
Initiative (B&RI)
Duke University and Duke Kunshan Uni-
versity have been collaboratively con-
ducting researches on China’s Belt and 
Road Initiative (B&RI) and have been 
focusing on the BRI’s impacts on biodi-
versity, energy, and development.

Understanding the implications of 
this sweeping initiative will require 
inputs from diverse perspectives 
from China, the United States, Eu-
rope, Central Asia and other regions 
and backgrounds, including private 
industry, academia, technical con-
sulting, government and civil socie-
ty organizations. 

17
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October 13th-17th, 2018, Duke Kunshan University 
Environment Program hosted the three events: 
Great Silk Road Economic Belt of Central Asia 
Workshop;  Duke-DKU International Symposium on 
Environmentally and Socially Responsible Outbound 
Foreign Direct Investment; Developing Spatial 
Solutions to Environmental Impacts of Infrastructure 
Development Workshop.

These events  brought together more than 150 leading scholars and practitioners 
to analyse the environmental, economic, geostrategic, social and legal dimen-
sions of the large-scale of infrastructure investment across the globe.

Erika Weinthal, the Lee Hill Snowdon Professor of Environmental Policy at 
Duke,noted that “events like these shed light on the importance of Duke Kunshan 
University’s Environmental Research Center, which provides a platform for facul-
ty and students to engage across institutions and borders to build new research 
programs on topics of global policy relevance.” 

20



“Energy conservation, emission reduc-
tion and green development must be un-
derpinned by the system of transparency 
and information disclosure. What we need 
now are talents who understand the ideas 
and mechanisms of green development, 
the environmental and social responsibil-
ities, and how the corporate governance 
should be adjusted. These are very impor-
tant. This kind of talent is specialized, so 
we need to cultivate and import if neces-
sary.” 

Liu Mingkang, Advisory Board Member, 
Duke Kunshan University; Former Chairman, 
China Banking Regulatory Commission.

21

“The road an entrepreneur takes differs from 
per- son to person and from one historical stage 
to an- other. For me, when I was in my 20s, the 
most im- portant goal was to earn my living. Seen 
from the current perspective, the so-called social 

responsibility, good corporate governance, as well as the so-called 
ethi- cal investment, have all evolved into the criteria for investors 
to judge whether to invest in you. More and more enterprises are 
willing to do what’s morally right even though it takes more work 
to meet that requirement. In the long term, as a rational person, you 
will find that the so-called morality and social responsibility are ac-
tually positively correlated with economic benefits.” 

Gao Xiqing, Advisory Board Member, Duke Kunshan University Pro-
fessor, School of Law, Tsinghua University; Former Vice Chairman and 
President, China Investment Corporation



Green 
Entrepreneur 
Network

IMPACTINGTHEWORLD

The mission of the Green Entrepreneur Network (GEN) is to 
educate the next generation of environmental leaders; produce 
evidence-based, influential research; and nurture socially and 
environmentally responsible entrepreneurs. Specifically, GEN 
will be focused on:

• Providing education, research, and networking 
opportunities to undergraduate and graduate students 
in environment at Duke Kunshan University who have 
demonstrated a strong commitment to the protection of 
China’s environment and related sustainability causes

• Supporting the recruitment, retention and research 
projects of top faculty in a variety of disciplines

• Creating a think tank that informs policy makers about 
sustainable development and also provides consultancy to 
the private sector on sustainable business

On November 23, 2018, the first GEN salon was 
held in Beijing Diaoyutai State Guesthouse on 
the theme of “Evergreen Enterprise, Green Chi-
na”. On the afternoon of January 17, 2019, the 
2nd GEN salon was successfully held.

22



October 21, 2018:  
The 6th Energy eo 
Youth Field Trip 

EVENTS

April 9-10, 2018: 

Workshop of Intelligent Technology and Big Data in Nature Conservation

The 2018 Energy eo Youth 
Summer Research Project was 
sponsored by Energy Observer 
magazine and organized by 
Duke Kunshan University. This is 
the third time that DKU hosted 
the event and supported young 
students at home and abroad 
to conduct in-depth frontline 
research on energy issues. 

23

This seminar aimed to offer a 
platform for exploring the rela-
tionship between “EPIL Practices 
and Watershed Social-Ecological 
Health” and other hot topics 
from multiple perspectives in 
international environmental law. 
Topics covered case selection 
and litigation strategies, tech-

nological and institutional support, coordination among different 
stakeholders, as well as cooperation mechanisms.

April 2018: 

Seminar on the Health of Watershed Social-Ecological System and Environ-
mental Public Interest Litigations 

170+
participants from legal authorities, law firms, 
universities, research institutions and NGOs

30+
teams applied

291
participants 

190,000+
online participants 

The conference aimed to promote the application of cutting-edge technologies in China’s nature 
conservation management and provide a platform for cross-domain exchange and cooperation. 
The three themes, “Intelligent Technology and Nature Conservation,” “Illegal Wildlife Trade and 
Citizen Science” and “Natural Resources Monitoring and Management” run through the application 
of science and technology in nature conservation. 



STUDENTACTIVITIES
IN THE PAST YEAR

The Mother Nature Narrative: 
Environmental Policy Story-
telling Workshop

From March 9 to 10, iMEP in collaboration 
with the Global Environmental Institute (GEI) 
co- hosted the “Environmental Policy Story-
telling Workshop,” which aims to help scholars 
improve their written, verbal and visual com-
munication skills in their fields and promote 
the dissemination of new environmental ideas. 

14
Seminars

12 
Fieldtrips

9
Brownbag Lunches

6 
Workshops

3 
Boot Camps

Broaden Your Horizon to 
Know the World Beyond 
Campus
Mr. Wang Yi, executive director of Harvard 
Shanghai Center, presented a lecture on career 
development titled “Going to the Real World Af-
ter University”. In the lecture, Mr. Wang Yi shared 
his career story and analyzed the employment 
situation at home and abroad. 

Compared with other concepts, ecological civilization 
has unique advantages across geographical regions, 
national development stages, ideologies and eth-

nic groups,” Zhang emphasized. “The 21st century will be a 
new era for mankind to move towards ecological civilization.” 

Ecological Civilization and Youth Mission
Discussion with Mr Zhang Xingsheng, Chairman of IUCN

24

Field Course on Natural 
Resources and Conser-
vation Management

Eight graduate students from iMEP, 
led by professor Li Binbin, came to 
Sichuan and visited Wanglang, Xuebao 
Peak, Xiaohe Ditch, Guan Dam and 
other public welfare reserves and 
protected areas.



The international Master of Environmental Policy 
(iMEP) program at Duke Kunshan University is 
a collaboration between the Sanford School of 
Public Policy and the Nicholas School of the 
Environment at Duke University. This program 
trains students to be global environmental leaders 
with the knowledge and experience of evidence-
based environmental policy solutions. 

Through this program, students not only benefit 
from small classes, one-to-one interaction with 
world-class faculty, a cutting-edge research center 
and unparalleled career opportunities, but also earn 
an advanced degree from world-renowned Duke 
University. iMEP students have the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in a variety of fields, including 
but not limited to economics, statistics, energy, 
climate change, water management, conservation 
biology, environmental health, environmental law 
and governance. 

iMEP students develop their expertise on a specific 
topic through an internship and a one-year Masters 
Project. For students around the world who care 
about the environment and who want to make a 
difference, the iMEP program based at DKU is 
a place where they can meet their mentors and 
friends, and greet new challenges and discoveries.

About International Master  
of Environmental Policy

FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

    FALL  SPRING
Tuition    $19,988  $19,987

Health Insurance   $1,165 

Housing    $1,340  $1,340

Board    $1,490  $1,490

Miscellaneous /Personal Expenses $920  $1,150

    $24,903  $23,967

FOR CHINESE STUDENTS

    FALL  SPRING
Tuition    ¥90,000  ¥90,000

Health Insurance   ¥220 

Housing    ¥8,500  ¥8,500

Board    ¥9,450  ¥9,450

Miscellaneous /Personal Expenses ¥6,000  ¥7,500

    ¥111,170 ¥115,450

* All figures are estimates only, please visit our website for more information 
about cost of attendance: www.dukekunshan.edu.cn/en/environment/cost-
attendance

COST OF ATTENDANCE*
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ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 

Applicants must hold the equivalent of a 
US bachelor’s degree from an accredited 
institution.

-Online application form
-Resume
-State of purpose
-Letters of recommendation
-Transcript
-Official GRE score
-Official TOEFL or IELTS score

APPLICATION DEADLINE

Priority Deadline: January 15
Final Deadline: May 31

Applications submitted after the priority 
deadline will be considered on a rolling 
basis.

CONTACT US

T:+86 (0)512 3665 7038
E: iMEP@dukekunshan.edu.cn
Environment.dukekunshan.edu.cn

YEAR 1 FALL
Environmental Economics
Statistics and Program Evaluation  
for Environmental Policy
Environmental Policy Analysis 
1 Elective

YEAR 2 FALL
Master’s Project Capstone*

3 Electives 
Option to study abroad at Duke 
University, North Carolina, U.S.

YEAR 1 SPRING
Environmental Science 
Environmental Policy Practicum 
Environmental Policy Process
1 Elective

YEAR 2 SPRING
Master's Project Capstone*

Environmental Law,  
Governance and Regulation
2 Electives

CURRICULUM

The curriculum consists of 16 courses (48 course hours) spread out 
over 2 years. Students will be required to enroll in 7 core courses, a full 
year of the Masters Project course, and 7 elective courses. Students will 
spend 3/4 of their time at Duke Kunshan and 1/4 at Duke.

* Under faculty supervision, small groups of students will work with clients to 
develop solutions to real-world environmental policy challenges. Courses are 
subject to change.

ELECTIVES 
Environmental GIS
Key Topics in International Environmental Policy
Modeling for Energy Systems Analysis
Planetary Health and Environmental Epidemiology 
Building an NGO Toolkit: From Design to Monitoring
Climate Change Economics and Policy
Environmental Economics II

Degree from Duke University
World-class Faculty
Academic and Career Development
Two Superb Study Locations
Scholarship Available

Applicants from top 
universities worldwide, 
including:
Fudan University
Peking University
Wuhan University 
Sun Yat-sen University
University of Washington
University of California, 
San Diego
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INTHEMEDIA
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The DKU Environment website went online in March, 
2018. We also launched media campaigns on Face- 
book, LinkedIn, Instagram, Weibo, Bilibili and We-
Chat. iMEP faculty research has been widely cov-
ered by domestic and international media. 

iMEP@dukekunshan.edu.cn
environment.dukekunshan.edu.cn

@masterofenvironmentalpolicy
@dukekunshan
@dku_imep
DKU-Duke Master of Environmental Policy (iMEP)
昆山杜克环境
昆山杜克环境



OURPEOPLE
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SHIJIE LIU
Research Assistant for 
Environmental Research 
Center

WANYONG GE
Recruitment and Admis-
sions officer, Master of En-
vironmental Policy

BINGKUN JIANG
Research Assistant in Con-
servation Biological 

DONGHUI LIU
Research Assistant for 
Environmental Research 
Center

ANNA ZHU
Research and Administra-
tive Assistant for Environ-
mental Health

XIUXIU ZHANG
Research Assistant for 
Environmental Research 
Center

XUEBEI TAN
Event Planning Specialist, 
Environmental Research 
Center and Master of Envi-
ronmental Policy Program

XUE QIU
Program Coordinator, Envi-
ronmental Research Center 
and Master of Environmen-
tal Policy Program

GUOZHEN SHEN
Administrative Assistant, 
Environmental Research 
Center and Master of Envi-
ronmental Policy Program

DONGYU SUN 
Research Assistant and En-
vironmental Mission Scholar

TATIANA SHERMAN
Program Coordinator, Envi-
ronmental Research Center 
and Master of Environmen-
tal Policy Program




