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Duke Kunshan University’s Principles and Procedures 

Regarding Research on Human Subjects 

 
Adapted and modified from Duke University Principles and Procedures Regarding Research on Human 

Subjects (Campus), Revised by Duke Kunshan University Research Policy Committee 26th October, 2015, 

revised following University Faculty meeting on Oct 28, 2015, Approved by University Faculty on Dec 9, 

2015, and adopted by the Board of Trustees of the University, effective June 7, 2016 

 

 

I. Scope of the Policy 

These principles and procedures are to govern the conduct and review of all 

research involving human subjects conducted by Duke Kunshan University 

researchers  

 

II. Principles 

i. Duke Kunshan University is committed to academic freedom.  Re-

search will neither be forbidden nor discouraged by Duke Kunshan 

University because it explores topics that are innovative, unorthodox, 

sensitive, unusual, or otherwise extraordinary. The university takes re-

sponsibility for protecting the right of the faculty to conduct research 

in the pursuit of knowledge, wherever that search may lead.  

 

ii. Duke Kunshan University is committed to protecting the rights and 

welfare of human subjects in accordance with the highest ethical 

standards: respect for persons, beneficence, and justice, as described in 

the Belmont Report 1. In the conduct of research, care must be taken to 

avoid harming the persons being studied.  Research procedures should 

minimize the risk of harm and respect the privacy of subjects.  The re-

searcher should not withhold from the subjects information they re-

quest about any aspect of the research likely to be significant to the 

subject or induce subjects to participate by means that might affect the 

subject’s ability to decide freely about his or her participation.  Re-

searchers who promise confidentiality are responsible for maintaining 

it and for informing subjects of limits on their capacity to meet that re-

sponsibility. Researchers should explain to subjects, prior to their par-

ticipation, the purposes of the research.  Special care is called for when 

the subjects of the research are especially vulnerable to harm because 

they cannot understand the risks or because they are not in a position 

to freely refuse their participation in the research. 
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iii. To resolve any conflict between the above principles, and to assure 

that research at Duke Kunshan University follows these principles, the 

procedures stated below should be followed. 

 

iv. In developing these procedures, the university has considered the ethi-

cal codes of all the principal scholarly associations. 

 

III.  Procedures 

i. The Institutional Review Board for Protection of Human Subjects in 

Non-Medical Research (IRB) exists to ensure that all research on hu-

man subjects conducted at Duke Kunshan University is in compli-

ance with the highest standard set forth in the Belmont Report 1. The 

IRB will have sufficient membership to represent the primary disci-

plines conducting non-medical research with human subjects at 

Duke Kunshan University, with no fewer than nine members. The 

Executive Committee of the Academic Council will appoint faculty 

members. The Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs will appoint 

non-faculty members. The ordinary term of service is three years. 

 

ii. The Research Support Office will provide administrative and logisti-

cal support for the activities of the IRB. Staff of the Research Support 

Office will also provide continuing training for the IRB and investi-

gators.  

 

iii. The review procedures and criteria in this policy will govern all hu-

man subject research conducted under the auspices of the University, 

regardless of sponsorship.   
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iv. Researchers must submit their research plans to the IRB for any re-

search project involving human subjects and obtain the approval of 

the researcher plans from the IRB prior to conducting the research. 

 

v. The committee will review submitted research plans and approve, 

disapprove, or state conditions for the conduct of the research, apply-

ing the principles and procedures specified in this resolution.  Other 

criteria, such as the scientific or social value of the research or the ad-

equacy of the research methods to research goals, are applied else-

where in the university and are not the charge of the IRB. 

 

vi. To assure that extra care is taken in research involving special re-

searcher-subject relationships within the university, several types of 

research will be submitted to the full committee for review: 

a) Research conducted on employees of the University. 

b) Research conducted by faculty or instructors on students 

studying in Duke Kunshan University. 

 

vii. Research conducted on subjects whose participation in the Psycholo-

gy subject pool is a requirement for course credit may not be 

screened for exemption from review, even if there is no more than 

minimal risk to the students, but will be subject to "expedited” or 

“full committee” review.  

 

viii. It is the responsibility of faculty members to supervise student re-

search in their courses and departments in accordance with all appli-

cable regulations and to refer students to the IRB when appropriate. 

 

ix. These principles and procedures may be amended by vote of the Re-

search Policy Committee. 

 

IV.  Procedures for Proposals Requiring Review 

i. The IRB will meet to review the proposals upon request by the 

principle investigators and staff in the Research Support Office will 

set up the meetings. Ad hoc meetings may be held at the discretion 

of the chair. 

 

ii. Procedures for the submission of materials for review, and addi-

tional administrative guidelines, are provided on the Institutional 

Review Board web site. 
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iii. Basic review will ask the following questions: 
a) Have the risks to subjects been minimized? 

b) Are the risks reasonable in relation to anticipated benefits? 

c) Is the selection of subjects equitable? 

d) Are adequate procedures in place to ensure privacy and confi-

dentiality? 

e) Has informed consent been sought and appropriately document-

ed? 

f) Are safeguards in place to protect vulnerable populations? 

g) If the research is federally funded, is the protocol consistent with 

the grant application? 

 

iv. IRB actions will be promptly communicated to investigators in 

writing. 

 

v. Copies of all protocol materials will be maintained at the Research 

Support Office. 
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1. http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/humansubjects/guidance/belmont.html 

 

 


