POLICY ON CONSENSUAL ROMANTIC OR SEXUAL
RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN FACULTY AND STUDENTS
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Approved by the Duke Kunshan Faculty, October 31% 2018
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Approved by the Chancellor on November 5, 2018
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Rationale
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Duke Kunshan University (DKU) is committed to maintaining learning environments as free as possible
from exploitation, favoritism, and conflicts of interest.
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The integrity of the student-teacher relationship is of fundamental importance to the central mission of the
university. Students look to their professors/mentors for guidance and depend upon them for assessment,
advancement, and advice. Faculty-student romantic or sexual consensual relationships create obvious
dangers for abuse of authority and conflict of interest that can be actual, potential, and/or apparent.
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Faculty-student romantic or sexual relationships are problematic under any circumstance. The inherent
power differential between faculty and students undermines the possibility of meaningful consent. Such
relationships introduce dynamics that detract from the educational mission of the University.
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Policy
B

Consensual romantic or sexual relationships between faculty members and students enrolled in Duke
Kunshan University or participating in Duke Kunshan educational programs are prohibited®.

SRR S B v i) 24 AR BB N B LA e 308 T H 152 A 2 TR AE XU R R A 2
BPERR

This policy will apply to any consensual romantic or sexual relationship between a faculty member and a
student that exists on the date this policy becomes effective. However, any faculty member in such a
relationship may apply to the Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs for an exception to this policy. Such
application should be made within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this policy.
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Any violation of this policy shall be deemed misconduct as that term is used in the Faculty Handbook.
Violation of the policy may result in sanctions for the faculty member, including but not limited to,
mandatory training or counseling, reprimand, probation, suspension, loss of privileges, demotion, removal
of title(s), or termination. The Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, in consultation with faculty member’s
immediate administrative supervisor (e.g., program director, center director, dean), shall determine
sanctions for violations. The faculty member may appeal the decision on sanction to the Executive Vice
Chancellor.
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! An automatic exemption to this policy applies when the spouse or domestic partner of a faculty member enrolls
as a student, audits a class or participates in a Duke Kunshan-sponsored extracurricular activity, with the provision
that they will not be assessed by or receive a grade directly from a spouse/domestic partner.
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Teaching Assistants, Research Assistants, Tutors, Graders, and Other Students Charged with
Academic Instruction of Other Students
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Consensual romantic or sexual relationships between a student charged with academic instruction and
students receiving instruction from the student are prohibited. This applies to teaching assistants, research
assistants, tutors, graders and any other students who provide academic instruction to any other student. A
student who is already dating a peer student may not teach (TA, tutor) any courses in which his/her
spouse/partner is enrolled.
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The relevant program director or dean is empowered to address and remediate situations in which students
charged with academic instruction are involved in a consensual romantic or sexual relationship with any
student subject to such instruction. Remedial measures may include regrading exams or papers or no longer
allowing a student to continue serving in an instructional role. Any violation of this policy by students may
violate student conduct policies.
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Definitions
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Faculty: all Duke Kunshan University regular rank faculty and all non-regular-rank faculty titles in the
Faculty Handbook, faculty of other institutions when teaching and/or doing research at DKU or in DKU
programs, and faculty of other institutions who participate in DKU academic matters affecting students.
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Students: all those enrolled full-time or part-time in any undergraduate, graduate, or non-degree program

of Duke Kunshan University. A student’s status as “student” ceases at the time the student graduates or
otherwise separates from his or her educational program at DKU.
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Spouse: a partner in marriage
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Domestic Partner: a person in an interpersonal relationship with another individual with whom they live
and share a common domestic life but are not married.
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Consensual Relationships: romantic or sexual relationships willingly undertaken by the parties. It is
recognized that in faculty-student relationships the power dynamic is inherently unequal, and the
willingness of a student to enter such a relationship may be driven in part by pressure from the more
powerful faculty member. However, for the purposes of this policy, any relationship which is presented by
the consenting parties as consensual will be treated as such. (This policy does not apply to cases where one
party accuses the other of coercion.)
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NOTE: Consensual relationships between employees, including between faculty members, are covered
under DKU Human Resources policies. For purposes of this policy, trainees such as postdoctoral appointees
are considered employees.
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